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The dishes she has cooked.
The speech she made last year.
The memory of the winter vacation.

The homework during the winter vacation.

In the first class in January.
In the second class in January.
During the vacation.

In the cooking class.
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Mika and Emma are high school students. FEmma came to Japan from France two weeks

ago, and she goes to Mika's school. They are talking in Mika's room.

Mika:
Emma:
Mika:

Emma:
Mika:
Emma:
Mika:
Emma:

Mika:
Emma:

............

Let’s eat ice cream. There are two kinds.

They look delicious!

Let’s do janken, and decide who chooses first. Do you know janken? In English,
rock-paper-scissors.

Oh, yes. Iknow it.

OK. Rock, paper, scissors, one, two, three.

I won!

Wait, wait! It was a draw, Emma. Both of us chose rocks.

Sorry, Mika. This is a well. A well beats a rock and scissors because they sink in a
well.

A well? It looks like a rock, but we don’t use a well when we do janken in Japan.

In my country, we sometimes use four shapes when we do rock-paper-scissors. A
rock, a leaf, scissors and a well. A well looks like a rock, but it’s different from a
rock. We make space in the fist.

Isee. Then, what shape can beat a well?

A leaf beats a well because leaves can cover a well.

You use a leaf instead of a paper. So, scissors beat a leaf, right?

Right.

That’s interesting. dJust a minute, Emma. If you choose a leaf or a well,
| , right?

You are so smart, Mika. Now, let’s do rock-paper-scissors in the Japanese way!

....................................................................................................................

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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you may continue to lose
we can’t decide the winner
you have more chances to win

I should choose a rock to win
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What do you imagine when you hear the word “summer”? Some of you may think of
fireworks, the sea and so on. A chorus of cicadas may be one of them. Many people may
believe that cicadas live in the ground for about seven years and can live above the ground for
about only seven days. Do you think this is true?

A high school student in Okayama researched cicadas’ lives. When he was in elementary
school, he got interested in cicadas. He caught cicadas every summer. In those days, some
researchers noticed that cicadas could maybe live longer than seven days above the ground.
He also believed that there were many cicadas which lived longer than seven days. When he
was in high school, he started his research to know how long they could live above the ground.

His research method was very unique. In one summer, when he heard the chorus of
cicadas, he began to catch them around his house. After he caught a cicada, he wrote a
number on the wing of the cicada. Then, he wrote down the number and the date in his
notebook and released the cicada. He continued catching and releasing cicadas every day.
While he kept catching cicadas, he happened to catch cicadas which had a number on their
wings. Those cicadas were already caught by him that summer. When he caught such a
cicada, he wrote a different number on the wing, wrote down the number and the date in his
notebook and released it again. By catching and releasing cicadas and comparing the dates in
his notebook, he was able to find how long they could live above the ground.

In that summer, he caught 15 cicadas which had a number on their wings. Those cicadas
were caught by him twice. Moreover, he caught four cicadas which had two different numbers
on their wings. They were caught by him three times. He caught about 860 cicadas in total.
He researched four kinds of cicadas around his house. He found that all of them lived longer
than seven days. In addition, he found one cicada which lived for 32 days.

He started his research about cicadas with one question, and continued his efforts to get the
answer to his question. He researched cicadas very hard and found new things. Every great
research may start with one simple question. Our efforts to find the answer to the question

will give us great chances to learn new things.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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When the high school student caught a cicada, he wrote a on the wing of the
cicada. He also wrote down the and the in his notebook, and released
it. He sometimes caught cicadas which had a on their wings. Such cicadas
were caught by him . By comparing the two dates in his notebook, he

researched the cicadas’ lives.

(2) EXOABIKOVT, ROMVWICFNRPNIBULOEETEL L. 272L, 22w UF R
REFBRICEDRVWI &,
(a) Did the student research cicadas with some researchers?

(b) How many kinds of cicadas did the student research?
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7 “How long can cicadas live above the ground?”
4 “How many cicadas can I catch in one summer?”
7 “How far can cicadas fly from my house?”
I “How do cicadas communicate with each other?”
(4) BXORBEE>TWEHD%R, ROF ~A»5 208, ZoiE52E .
77 The student researched cicadas with a very unique method.
The student caught many cicadas and took care of them in his house.
The student found a new kind of cicada around his house through his research.
The student found that all cicadas he caught lived longer than seven days.

The student learned a new thing by having a question and looking for the answer to it.
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In my town, we will have “Japan Day” soon. Many people enjoy Japanese culture on this
day. This event is held every year, and this will be the fifth “Japan Day”. Students in my
high school join it as volunteers. This year, classmates from my Japanese class and I are

planning to cook a Japanese dish for visitors. What is the best Japanese dish that we can cook

for “Japan Day”?

(1) EXOHBEZELTVAHDZ, ROF~IH5 1 2BV, 20528,
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Thank you for your e-mail. I will answer your question.
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