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Cultural Prize

Prominent political leader aiming to share common values beyond race
and ethnicity through globalized Haiku

Herman Van Rom PUY Haiku Ambassador for Japan-EU Friendship

(PROFILE)

Elected as the first full-time President of the European Council in November 2009, HE Herman Van Rompuy took office when the
Lisbon Treaty came into force on 1 December 2009. He held this office for two terms, until November 2014.

At the time of his first election in 2009, HE Van Rompuy was Prime Minister of Belgium. He began his political career in 1973 as
national vice president of his party’s youth movement. He then held several prominent positions in government as minister of state and in
Belgium’s Parliament, until he became Speaker of the House of Representatives (2007-2008) and subsequently Prime Minister.

HE Herman Van Rompuy holds a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and a Master’s degree in Economics from the University of Leuven.
He is currently President Emeritus of the European Council and President of the European Policy Centre.

On 21 July 2015, he was conferred the title of Count by the Belgian King Philip and, after 2 months, the Grand Cordon of the Order of
the Rising Sun by Japan.

(ACHIEVEMENTS DESERVING OF THE AWARD)

HE Van Rompuy is a haiku lover and has published two books in 2010 and 2013 from his Haiku collection. The 2013 book was translated
into Japanese. Attracted by this form of poetry, he has devoted his time to writing Haiku since 2004, even during his busy days as President
of the European Council.

In this complicated modern world where scepticism is widespread, the ‘simplicity’ of haiku stands out. HE Van Rompuy believes that in
the face of today’s competition, hostility, and jealousy, Haiku’s ‘harmony’ is a valuable presence. His belief in peace, reconciliation, and
unity is reflected in his leadership of the EU Council, which promotes shared values beyond differences in race and principles.

On the challenges brought about by the movement of people in the EU, HE Van Rompuy believes that it is more important than ever to
bring harmony through beauty and the recognition that Haiku has the capacity to accept different cultures and natures while respecting
diversity.

HE Van Rompuy claims that ‘the philosophy behind Haiku is the world's common good’ and should be promoted as a UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

The Asia Cosmopolitan Awards Selection Committee is proud to present the Cultural Award to HE Herman Van Rompuy.



