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@ NARA FORUM 2023 Asia Cosmopolitan Awards

Asia Cosmopolitan Awards NARA FORUM 2023

Asia Cosmopolitan Awards NARA FORUM 2023 was held on January 19-20, 2023 to commemorate Asia Cosmopolitan
Awards. These are international prizes given by Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) to
individuals or organizations that have made substantial and significant contributions to the development and enrichment
of the East Asian Community in the field of cultural and economic integration, narrowing developmental gaps, and
creating a sustainable growth society in the region. This Forum commemorates 5th Asia Cosmopolitan Awards given to

five persons.

Grand Prize : Angel Gurria, Former Secretary-General, OECD

Economic and Social Science Prize : Mari Elka Pangestu, Managing Director, Development Policy and Partnership, World Bank
Cultural Prize : KUMA Kengo, Architect, University Professor and Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Memorial Prize : Lee O-Young, First Minister of Culture, Republic of Korea

Memorial Prize : Ponciano S. Intal, Former Senior Economist, ERTA

[January 19%]

B Opening Ceremony

A Noh performance of “Shakkyo (Stone Bridge)”
including a spectacular and flamboyant lion dance was
presented by NPO Naranoh.

Next, NISHIMURA Hidetoshi, President of ERIA,
explained the intent and purpose of these awards in his
opening address, and said, “Asia is at the epicenter of
world development, and I have no doubt that our Asian
cosmopolitan spirit will spread from Nara.” In addition,
HIMENO Tsutomu, Representative of Government of
Japan, Ambassador in charge of Kansai Region, said in
his complimentary speech as a guest representative,
“The Grand Prize winner, Secretary-General Angel
Gurria, kept his eyes open to the world including Asia.
Owing to Mr. Gurria, relationships between OECD, and
ERIA, Southeast Asia, and all of Asia flourished.”, and
then turned the floor over to a native of Nara Prefec-
ture, YOSHIKAWA Motohide, former UN. Ambassa-
dor and former colleague of Angel Gurria.

B Awards Ceremony

The 5th Award Winners were nominated by Recom-
mendation Committee members consisting of econom-
ic policy research institutions from 16 East Asian
countries, and chosen by Selection Committee mem-
bers. At the podium, all winners were given a primary
award - a shield of Yoshino cedar, and a secondary
award - a trophy and Yoshino cypress light made by
the previous winner NOGUCHI Mieko.

The Grand Prize winner Angel Gurria expressed his
joy, “It is activities linking policies with real actions
that lead to well-being of people. I will continue my
efforts toward better policies and happier lives of
people.”

The winner of Economic & Social Science Prize
Mari Elka Pangestu said, “I think that this prize was
awarded to me based on the understanding of how
important is global cooperation and human connec-
tions.”

The winner of Cultural Prize KUMA Kengo said,
“Now East Asia is attracting a lot of the world’s atten-
tion in the field of culture, and design is no exception.
Encouraged by this, I would like to further dissemi-
nate East Asian culture.”

Kang In-Suk, wife of the Memorial Prize Winner Lee
O-Young said, “I feel thrilled to visit Nara, a place of
beautiful traditions, and to accept the award for my
husband. Let me express gratitude on behalf of my
husband.” Dr. Aniceto Orbeta, President of Philippine
Institute for Development Studies (PIDS), which was
once presided by the other Memorial Prize Winner
Ponciano S. Intal, said, “His spirit is still with us, and I
am happy to share this distinction.”

B Award Commemorative Forum

ARAI Shogo, Governor of Nara Prefecture, said in
his address, “It is a great honor and joy to hold the 5th
Award ceremony. I hope this will be an opportunity to

think about the future of Asia and the world.”

Next, Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive
Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), delivered a keynote
lecture themed “Building confidence for effective
development cooperation in Asia and the Pacific”. She
said, “Economic stability, response to climate change,
sustainable development - all these issues cannot be
addressed without cooperation by every country.
There are various approaches to solving complicated
problems, and a practical way is to first find common
interests, and then to begin cooperation. After that, as
relations of trust have been built, remaining gaps
should be bridged toward solving all problems.”

B Commemorative Speeches by Award Winners

Speaking about ‘Asia in 2023 and the role of ERIA’,
the Grand Prize winner Angel Gurria said, “The key
to Asia’s growth is to increase trade, and to promote
economic development. A way to solve problems of all
kinds is multilateralism. This ensures international
cooperation, free trade, and investments, while main-
taining diversity of thought, expression, gender,
religion, and nature.”

Next, speaking about ‘Role of Multilateralism in a
Fragmented World’, the winner of Economic and Social
Science Prize Mari Elka Pangestu said, “Now the world
is facing various problems like energy crisis and food
crisis, going through the age of divide. It is multilater-
alism that offers solutions to these problems.”

In addition, dwelling on ‘New Era from Asia’ the
winner of Cultural Prize KUMA Kengo said, “For a
long time, East Asia not merely has valued nature, but
had ideas and wisdom oriented to sustainability via
recirculation. Future culture and economy are likely
to be built by humans and nature together.”

Finally, in remembrance of Lee O-Young and
Ponciano S. Intal, the Memorial Prize winners, ARAI
Shogo, Governor of Nara Prefecture, and NISHIMURA
Hidetoshi, President of ERIA, looked back at achieve-
ments of the two deceased persons, while seasoning
their narratives with anecdotes, and expressed grati-
tude to them.

[January 20*]

B Educational Program (Special Lecture by Award Winner)

A Special Lecture by the Grand Prize winner Angel
Gurria was delivered to students of Nara Prefectural
University and other participants to deepen their
insight. In his lecture themed “How do you change the
international tax regime?”, Mr. Gurria said, “When
initiating a reform, one must first think about what
problems are most important, and decide whether
these problems should be solved one by one or at
once. After that, one must tackle the task with creativ-
ity, enthusiasm, and ambition.”



