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Awards Commemorative Lecture : “In memory of the achievements of Mr. Lee O-Young”
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ARAI Shogo Governor of Nara Prefecture
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I first met Mr. Lee O-Young in 2010 when the North-
east Asia Trilateral Forum was held in Nara on the
proposition of the late Yasuhiro Nakasone, former
Japanese Prime Minister. Then my first impression was
that he was not only knowledgeable but also very
judicious; afterward, I had more opportunities to talk to
him in person.

Mr. Lee O-Young had a detailed knowledge about the
history of the Korean Peninsula, East Asia, and further-
more, world history; I heard from him much about
history and culture as well as human nature. The
expression “intellectual giant” describes him perfectly.
Out of all the people I have met, he was distinct in his
knowledge, discreetness, and cultural taste. I remember
how lucky I felt to meet such a remarkable person.

In addition, Mr. Lee O-Young had a good command of
Japanese, and when I proposed him to become president
of Nara Prefectural University, he expressed his agree-
ment in very natural Japanese. However, his family and
friends did not want him to leave Seoul, and unfortunate-
ly, that plan remained unrealized. Then he agreed to
become the honorary president and held the post for the
rest of his life.

Because of such relationship, I visited Mr. Lee O-Young
whenever I was in Seoul. He was a most conversable
man, and I still treasure our talks that might last for

hours.

One of the topics I remember is Asuka, the name of
a village in Nara. Official kanji WIH% used for the
name literally mean ‘tomorrow scent’, but there is also
vernacular versionff¢ Fsthat means ‘flying bird. In
either case, kanji are used irregularly, regardless of
their meaning or reading. Mr. Lee O-Young said, “There
is a similar Korean word narda written in Hangul as
Y}l According to dictionaries, that word has two
meanings - ‘tomorrow’ and ‘to fly”, and someone might
use corresponding kanji to coin the word asuka” The
kanji used in both versions of Asuka have a very
positive image, and people who came from the Korean
Peninsula might imagine a town of tomorrow and use
the kanji to name it.

My memories of Mr. Lee O-Young are too many to
recount. He explained me a lot about intuition as well as
understanding of humans and races.

I would like to express my sympathy again, and to
wish that the widow, who came from Korea on the eve
of the first death anniversary, stays healthy for years to
come. I would like to give my best regards to Mr. Lee
O-Young, but my voice does not reach him, and here I
pay my last respects to him. I would like to extend my

heartfelt gratitude for his warm support.




