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There is the expression ‘great scholar’. This expression
used to demonstrate respect to a master exactly applies
to Dr. Intal.

At the time when ERIA was established, an orienta-
tion session was held to hire researchers, but nobody
showed interest, and speakers seemed to outnumber
listeners. However, among the few participants was Dr.
Intal.

Despite of his excellent previous career as a research-
er, he took interest in the new-founded ERIA and
applied. This is when our connection started.

After he passed away, I asked his family how it was
that such an outstanding economist applied for a job to
the new-founded ERIA. Dr. Intal wished to devote the
rest of his life to development of not only his native
Philippines but also of the whole ASEAN.

Dr. Intal had a very long-term vision, and he has been
responsible for editing all the long-term visions on
ASEAN that ERINA has published.

Last year I had the pleasure to be officially invited to
the ASEAN Summit and introduced an international
initiative. Thanks to Dr. Intal, ERIA has come this far in
15 years. Without his valuable efforts, ERIA would
hardly be able to become an international authority.

First contributions of Dr. Intal to ERIA were his
interim evaluation of the ASEAN Economic Community
2015 and drafting onward vision; under his leadership, the
extensive survey of 5,000 pages was eventually complet-
ed. Based on that survey research, ASEAN RISING was
published to summarize long-term challenges after

completion of ASEAN Economic Community 2015.

Dr. Intal’s achievements go beyond the field of
economics to social and cultural studies, including a
work underlying ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community
Blueprint 2025.

Moreover, he made a great contribution to ASEAN
and OECD by launching a number of initiatives for
ASEAN regulatory reforms, such as ASEAN Seamless
Trade Facilitation Indicators and ASEAN Regulatory
Management System, that remain useful today for
economic policies of ASEAN members.

The last great work of Dr. Intal is ASEAN Vision
2040 drawn up by ERIA and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Thailand. This was a notable achievement
involving fundamental research on outlook for ASEAN
on the Indo-Pacific, a region that now attracts attention
worldwide.

Not long after completion of ASEAN Vision 2040,
Dr. Intal took to his bed, but he always had bothered
about the progress of surveys conducted by ERIA, and
led and guided his colleagues until the previous day of
his demise. He certainly was a ‘great scholar’.

The Memorial Prize was awarded unanimously to
Dr. Intal. As a fellow colleague who has supported
ASEAN's progress, I am proud of him for receiving the
prize for his contribution to the economic development
of ASEAN countries as well as the making of ERIA as
an international authority.




