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Effects of Different Covering Start Times on New Shoot Growth and
Tea Quality

TANIGAWA Asuka and OKU Yuichi

Summary

To study optimal direct covering start times in Nara prefecture, we investigated the influences of direct tea plant covering
start times on new shoot growth and tea quality. We investigated plucked new shoot growth and quality with direct tea plant
covering starting at the three-leaf stage for 10—12 days, and at the 1.5-leaf stage for 22 days. Results showed that the weight
of plucked new shoots, weight of 100 new shoots, length of plucked new shoots, and number of new shoots were all smaller
than with no covering, but no difference was found depending on the covering start time. For the SPAD value, total nitrogen,
crude fiber, and tannin content, differences between the covering and no covering were found, but no difference was found in
the plucking date depending on the covering start time. Those covered from the 1.5-leaf stage were highly rated in terms of
unrefined tea sensory evaluation, especially the liquor quality. Although the unit price was also high, the unit price
improvement rate from the 3-leaf stage to 1.5-leaf stage was slight compared to the unit price improvement rate from no

covering to covering, despite the long coverage period.

Key Words: covering period, directly tea plant covering, weight of plucked new shoots
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