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Habits of runner and runner plant formation
in the everbearing strawberry and their propagation

Tsuneo TAIMATSU and Naoji YOSHIDA

Summary

Experiments were carried out to clarify the characteristics of runners and runner plant formation and
the effects of deblossoming, gibberellic acid treatment and planting time of mother plants on their
formation to propagate them more regarding everbearing strawberry cultivars.

1. The number of runners and runner plants in the everbearing cultivars were fewer than those of June-
bearing cultivars on the whole and there were differences in their number among the everbearing
cultivars. IL was noticeable that the everbearing cultivar ‘Kaho' produced runner planis just as
vigorous as the June-bearing cultivars.

2. The peak period of the runner formation in the everbearing cultivars was around June under
outdoor conditions and they almost did not formed runners from August. However, June-bearing
cultivars continued to form runners vigorously during August.

‘3. The ability of the runner formation in the everbearing cultivars differed according to the age of the
plants. The one-year-old runner plant produced more runners than the two-year-old one which wintered
and continued to from them during August.

4. Though the everbearing cultivars hardly formed runners, the June-bearing cultivars formed many of
them from the later part of July when plants were not chilled enough.

5. The beneficial effects of gibberellic acid treatment and deblossoming were found on the runner plant
production in the everbearing cultivars. However, there were differences among them as regards the
degree.

6. Several hundred runner plants in September grew in the everbearing cultivar ‘Samaberi’ planted
from early May to early June. However, few runner plants grew when they were planted in early July.

7 In order io increase the number of runners and runner plants in the everbearing strawberry,it is
yery important to plant mother plant early after chilling and let them grow until about July. It is
thought that deblossoming and gibberellic acid treatment are required for the cultivars which can from
few runners such as ‘Ooishishikinari’.

- Key words : Everbearing strawberry, Runner, Runner plant, Cultivar
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