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Studies on the Standard Composts for Potted-Flowers. 1.
The composting of sawdust and chaff

Satoshi Nacamura and Shoji Urane
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Summary

This experiment was carried out to investigate the efficacy of sawdust and chaff as

the materials for compost.

1. The bioassay by root elongation of wheat seedling was chosen to measure the
hindrance of sawdust on the plant growth which might vary as the composting went on.

2. The strong hindrance was accompanied by the calorification when the sawdusts
of lauan, Japanese cypress and pine were piled respectively with poultry mature and
liquid fertilizer. It became weaker soon.

3. The hindrance of Japanese cypress and pine gradually grew a bit stronger again.
This secondary hindrance was considered to be caused by the organic acids which was
assumed to occur from the decomposed sawdust tissues.
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4. When the sawdusts were piled, there were no differences among the processes
of the hindrance even though C-N ratio was changed from 30 to 50, further, to 70 by
ammonium sulphate.

5. 'The hindrance of chaff became weaker by the composting.



