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Studies on the Nursing of Tomato by Soil Blocks. 1.

The effects of block materials and volume on growth of tomato

seedling.

Minoru TarsumI, Yasumi TERABE and Murenori NisBITARI
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Summary

1. With the view of making the beginning to establish the stable and laborless tech-

nique for raising vegetable seedlings, studies on the nursing of tomato were made by soil

blocks.

2 As the materials to make the blocks, either peat moss having pH compensation and

nutrient annexed or peat moss having aging sawdusts mixed in the same volume are both

useful. But as the latter sometimes causes nutrient defficiency, improvement in this connec-

tion is required.

3. For both block materials, 4—5 leaf stage was considered as the time limit for the

possibility of nursing, in the case of 4.3 (em)? blocks. In the case of 7.5 (em)?® blocks,

nursing until the stage of 8—9 leaves was possible, but judging from the point of efficiency

for raising seedlings and also prevention of the quality of scedling from inferiority, re-

planting until 6—7 leaf stage was concluded to be the most advisable.
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4, In the case of raising seedlings by blocks, growth of the seedlings wasa little speedi-
er than in the case of ordinary raising, reaching 8—9 leaf stage after about 35 days in
summer, 55 days in autumn and 75 days in winter. During the high temperature period,
however, the growth was apt to become remarkable and cause inferiority of the quality of

seedling. Therefore, it is necessary to make counter measures as soon 2as possible in this

connection.



