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Studies on the Year-round Flowering of Azaleas. 3

The effects of short day treatment, B-Nine and shading

on flowering in azaleas.
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Summary

These series of experiments were performed for the sake of all the year-round flowering of azalea
by three kinds of treatments, such as those of B-Nine, short day and shading.

1. Short day hastened flower bud formation, and moreover made less low-temperature requirernent
for breaking dormancy and it led to early flowering.

2. B-Nine hastened flower bud formation too, and increased number of flower buds per shoot, but
made more low temperature requirement, and accordingly it resulted in later flowering.

3. As far as the effects of light intensity upon flower bud formation was concerned, it was suitable
to expose the plant to the full sunlight at the stage of flower bud initiation, but to reduce intensity
light graduaily with flower bud development.

4. After flower buds were definitely formed, the light reduced up to 10% of natural light made for
breaking dormancy and early flowering,

5. As far as the effect of short day upon azalea flowering was concerned, it is generally accepted
that photoperiodism influenced flower bud formation, but moreover it may be added that reeduc-
tion in light effected by SD treatment can prompt the break in dormancy in an indirect way. There-
fore it can be concluded that SD treatment contribute to early flowering,



