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Aerial Transmission of Thielaviopsis basicola, a Pathogen of pot flowers,
by Adult Shore Flies (Scatella siagnalis )

Keiichi HormMOoTO , Masahiro Nisuizaki and Keiji Fujita

Summary

Chlamydospores of Thielaviopsis basicola were observed in frass excreted by adult shore flies (Scalella stagnalis)

that were collected in commercial greenhouses of potted flower growers. After feeding on infected plants, S. stagna-

lis acquired the pathogen by ingestion. These infested flies were capable of transmitting the pathogen to healthy

seedlings, which subsequently became infected. T. basicola attracted S. siagnalis strongly. Its conidio spores were

considered to play an important role in transmission.

Key words : Thielaviopsis basicola, insect vector, shore fly (Scatella stagnalis )
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Table 4. Isolation of Thielaviopsis basicola in
frass by adult shore flies after feeding
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